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24. 
 
NOW READ REAL LIFE TRUE EVIDENCE, OF THE SIEGE EVENTS UNFOLDING! 
 
POLICE S.O.G. OPERATOR (132) EVIDENCE.  

<SOG OPERATOR 132, sworn and examined: 
 

<CROSS-EXAMINED BY ACCUSED:  How are you doing, good? ---Good. 

                                                
24 Siege. Police brief, photos taken May 2012. 
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You made a statement in relation to these matters? ---I did. That's the statement that is before  

you? ---It's been taken but that's the one that was provided in front of me yes. OK yes.  And  

when was that made, on the 25th of the 5th 2012? ---That's correct. So probably maybe a day or  

two after the incident? ---That's correct. So still fresh in your mind? ---It was. Vivid? ---Sorry? 

Still fresh and vivid? ---It was fresh in my mind, yes. OK.  Have you been a police officer for  

some time? ---I have. Can you say how long, maybe? ---Thirteen years. OK, all right.  How long  

of that is in the SOG? ---Twelve months. Twelve months, OK.  You were the team leader? ---No. 

And there was, like - I call it the bomb-proof truck or the armoured personnel carrier, tank or what 

would you - how would you - - - ? --It's called "Ballistic vehicle". Ballistic vehicle? ---Yep. 

 

Do you know how long it was situated out front of that location for? --It was parked out the front 

for the entire siege. And it arrived there probably about 6.30 and as - speakers and sirens and all  

that sort of stuff going off? ---It arrived at about 6.30, that's correct. Do you know if there was a  

call over the radio that the accused, upon hearing this tried to decamp from the location and tried  

- was actually seen by other SOG officers attempt to jump over the back fence? ---Can't recall.  

You don't know if that occurred? ---Can't recall. Are you in the vehicle? ---I was in the vehicle. 

OK.  Do you know what officers were in the paddock area adjacent to the - do you know what 

their location was, the officers that were in your - in attendance?---I don't know their exact 

location, no. All right.  So it was never mentioned to you that the accused was seen trying to  

jump the fence and observe the SOG members and then retreated back inside?---I can't recall. 

OK, all right.  So approximately - maybe about an hour later or something you say that 7.40 was 

instructed to - any actually - were any shots fired at this vehicle at this point?---Not at the 

vehicle, no. Right, anyone?  Or any shots discharged?---I don't believe they were, not whilst we  

were still out the front. OK, all right, but it launches, you know, and it's got like something - is it  

a diesel?  Or petrol, do you know?  No, I'm just trying to - because it makes a big humming sort  

of, you know, like a - - - ?---It's a truck. Yeah, yeah, it's a truck.  It makes like a pretty sick sort  

of - - - ?---Yeah, it's (indistinct) - - - It's not quiet, you know, I mean, it's pretty "Aaaah"?---It's a  

truck with a diesel motor, yes. Yeah, yeah, that's what I'm saying.  It's - when it comes down that  

driveway, I tell you what, you can't not hear it.  Just as the engine and stuff, yes? ---Yep. 
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It's hard to miss? ---Yep. OK, so that pulls up outside - in the driveway, outside around the front  

door area, you know?—That's correct. Sirens going at this time, you know, like flashing lights or  

something? ---I can't recall. But if I was to tell you that the sirens were actually - some sort of  

siren or alarm.  Is it - it's not like the police siren, but is it like a - just sort of alarm - some sort of  

- I don't know what it is, can you describe?---No, I can't. Is it a normal police siren? ---It is a  

normal police siren. OK, all right.  Then it arrives there.  It pulls up out the front of the front door  

and then you actually was it still stationary or still in - was it stationary or in transit, still moving  

when you hear a shot fired?---We were stationary. OK, so you were about to launch an assault? – 

--No. OK but if - if you're inside the house and those sort of movements and activities were  

Observed by someone, you would assume that they're about to launch an assault? ---No I  

wouldn't. So you just park at front and what, stay there and just have a coffee inside? 

 

OK, all right, so it held up all right.  And then there was another shot.  Can you tell me just –  

because there was a number of shots fired at the vehicle, OK, which was the one that actually came 

and hit the front of the ballistic vehicle just below where you were seated?  Was that the first one or 

was that maybe the second, third, or what? ---You've got the statement in front of me - in front of you, 

sorry. Yes? ---That's the first round that you fired at us. OK, so that was one - - - ?---Hit the front of 

the vehicle. The front of the vehicle and that was at the window? ---No.  It was at the front of the 

vehicle. OK? ---Lower than where I was sitting. 

OK, all right.  So - then - out front, shot is fired from in the house in the direction of the  

vehicle?---That's correct. Did it hit the vehicle? ---It did. Whereabouts did it hit the vehicle? --- 

At the front. The window? ---Not that one. OK.  So it was actually - did that projectile actually  

penetrate the vehicle? ---It did not. Small arms fire, yes? ---Couldn't tell you at that point. 

 

Yeah, did that - the weapon I use, the calibre I used, the round I used, the small arms fire - small arms 

fire, not high calibre assault rifles, small arms fire, did that penetrate the vehicle?---Thank God it 

didn't. OK, yes.  Thank God? ---Yeah. That's right.  All right.  Now the front of the vehicle, do you 

know whereabouts it hit the front of the vehicle? ---Not exactly. But you heard a shot and made - 

ricocheted - hit - - - ?---We knew it ricocheted off the front of the vehicle. Did it go into the fence 



CAGED UNTOLD. 
THIS DOCUMENT IS COPY RIGHT OF C.D.P. FOR VIEWING PURPOSES ONLY TO SHARE AND TO 
PROMOTE ITS VALUABLE CONTENT TO ALL. ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED BY C.D.P. ABSORB!  

 
POLICE BORN P.T.S.D. CONDITION CHAPTER                                                Page.	  

maybe? ---Possibly. All right. Then what happened?  Then what happened? ---You have my 

statement, you know what happened. 

 

OK, through the front door, you - one shot.  Hit the ballistic vehicle, just below where I was sitting.  

But you say - that's the thing, I'm trying to work it out.  So you say one shot first, OK.  That was - you 

don't know where that hit.  OK? ---It was at the front of the vehicle that it struck. 

HER HONOUR:  Mr Binse, have a look at the first paragraph on p.842, he might be referring to  

that.  I don't know. ACCUSED:  Yeah, no.  He says at first this is a - "I heard a shot fired from  

inside the house. The projectile came through a window near the front door."  OK and hit the  

(indistinct) - - - HER HONOUR:  Yes, no - - - ACCUSED:  - - - so is there a shot before that,  

OK, or is this the one you're talking about that hit the front of the ballistic vest just below  

(indistinct).  That's what I'm trying to work out, which - - HER HONOUR:  I think that's the one  

he's talking about? --That's the one that hit the front of the vehicle. That's the first one.  

ACCUSED:  OK. HER HONOUR:  Have you seen the top of p.842? 

ACCUSED:  Yeah, yeah.  Two - there was a number of shots fired at the vehicle. 

 

ACCUSED:  Yeah, I know that.  Exactly, that's what - I'm aware of that.  I'm trying to establish  

that may have been a previous shot, OK.  The thing is, so the first shot hit the front of the  

vehicle, OK?---Yep. And was that recovered, that spent - - - ?---I don't know. - - - casing, OK.   

Was it lodged in the vehicle at all? ---Not that I could see on later inspection. OK, I'd say it just  

(indistinct), held up all right.  Bullet-proof ballistic? ---Well nothing's bullet Proof so - - -OK, all  

right, so it held up all right.  And then there was another shot.  Can you tell  me just - because  

there was a number of shots fired at the vehicle, OK, which was the one that actually came and  

hit the front of the ballistic vehicle just below where you were seated?  Was that the first one or  

was that maybe the second, third, or what? ---You've got the statement in front of me - in front of  

you, sorry. Yes? ---That's the first round that you fired at us. OK, so that was one - - - ?---Hit the  

front of the vehicle. The front of the vehicle and that was at the window? ---No.  It was at the  

front of the vehicle. OK? ---Lower than where I was sitting. OK, all right.  So it wasn't like a  

head shot or anything like that.  I'm trying to work out the - - - ?---That one wasn't. 
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- - - the grouping pattern.  Understand?  I'm trying to work out if it was a - if it was like - that's  

what I'm trying to establish?---I think I've already answered this question.  That round that you  

fired is the one that landed or hit the front of the ballistic vehicle. Yes, OK.  All right.  And after  

that, the first one - the first shot, you reversed the ballistic vehicle to the edge of the property  

line? ---That's correct. And you were still parked facing towards the premises? ---That's correct. 

Any more shots fired at that vehicle at that location? ---Not - - - At that point of time? --- - - -not  

specifically at the vehicle, no. OK, all right.  Any more shots fired? ---Yes there were. And  

where - do you know where they went? ---Two in quick succession went towards the left- 

hand fence.  OK, so it was - - - ?---The others, I couldn't tell you. - - - so it wasn't directed at the  

vehicle, it was actually to the side of the vehicle? ---No, at that point it would've been  

approximately 6 or 7 metres in front of the vehicle. OK, but it's not a far distance really is it?  It's  

probably maybe 30 feet, 40 feet maybe, distance?—-About 6 or 7 metres. OK, OK.  And it's  

pretty hard to miss the - it's a big target the truck.  It's pretty hard to miss, OK?  So it wasn't  

directly fired at the officers.  It was fired to the side of the officers, yes? ---Yeah, I've  

already answered that question.  They weren't fired at the ballistic vehicle at that time. 

All right.  Basically if I was to say, "Stay away, don't come near me."  OK.  "Don't come near  

me.  Stay away."  Warning shot fired.  Would that be the case? ---I don't know. Then what - any  

more shots fired from inside the house? ---Yes, there were. At the vehicle? ---Not at that time.  

OK, all right.  So the vehicle's, "Shwh" backed off? ---Yep. You didn't do any wheelie marks on  

the way out? ---What's the relevance of that?  No it didn't. No, do you - what - maybe it was  

there - maybe you just, "Shwh" skidded out sort of thing or it was just slowly - - - ?---No it  

didn't. - - - slowly went out.  Didn't smoke 'em up on the way out?  No? ---No it didn't. OK, all  

right.  So it just paused there at the edge of the boundary so it's no longer on the property and no  

more shots fired at it?---That's correct. 

OK.  Then probably, I don't know, an hour, two hours later you heard a few - three more shots 

fired from inside the house?---That's correct. 
 

OK, all right.  Negotiator inside the vehicle at the time, yes? ---Yes there was. Do you recall his  

name? ---I do. Can you tell me who that person was? ---No I can't. If you recall, how can - - - ?-- 

-It will be on the witness list. OK, but I thought maybe you might know who this person was? --- 
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I do. That's what I'm trying to work out. HER HONOUR:  Sorry, so who was it? ---It was one of  

the negotiators from the Force Response Unit. ACCUSED:  Yeah, which one and was it Hollis?   

Was it Vipond?  Was it Howard, I think? ---It was Howard. OK, Howard.  Did he try to negotiate  

with me? ---He did. In what form?---Via talking to you over the PA system. 
 

No and you don't know where those shots were discharged, if they were at the front of the  

building on to the street or to the rear of the house?  Towards Sterling Drive? ---The shots that  

were fired from within the house? Yeah, at that point of time.  Were they fired towards the rear  

section or towards the front?  You don't know? --We're still on the morning of the first day now?   

Yes, yes, yes, yes? ---We're back to that?  OK. Yeah, yeah, that - - - ?---No, I can't tell you where  

they were fired. OK, so is this between - you know, this is on the first day, you know, only –  

we're only just opening up, you know what I mean?  Just warming up, you know.  Nine o'clock,  

nine - 10.30 you know?---Yep. Some hours pass, it's all quiet.  No noise.  No shots.  No car  

down the driveway.  No incident. Correct? ---Correct. There's a lull in the engagement between  

the two hostile forces.  About 3.30 you're instructed to drive the ballistic vehicle again up the  

driveway, down the driveway.  Were you present in the vehicle at this stage? --You just read that  

I was instructed to drive the vehicle. I'm just being sure - - - ? ---I was present inside the vehicle  

if I was driving the vehicle, yes. OK, so you were the driver? ---I was the driver. All right.  The  

noise and stuff going again, yes? ---Possibly.  I can't tell you.  I can't remember if at that time - -  

-You know, scaring the shit out of (indistinct) he's in there, trying to scare the shit out of him.  

We're coming down the driveway, you can hear us - - - ?---No, if you read the statement, it says  

that we tried to resume communications indicating that all communications with you had failed.  

OK? ---So we had to resume communications to make sure that you had not committed suicide.  

OK, all right.  Negotiator inside the vehicle at the time, yes? ---Yes there was. Do you recall his  

name? ---I do. Can you tell me who that person was? ---No I can't. If you recall, how can - - -  

?—-It will be on the witness list. OK, but I thought maybe you might know who this person was?  

---I do. That's what I'm trying to work out. HER HONOUR:  Sorry, so who was it? ---It was one  

of the negotiators from the Force Response Unit. ACCUSED:  Yeah, which one and was it  

Hollis?  Was it Vipond?  Was it Howard, I think? ---It was Howard. OK, Howard.  Did he try to  

negotiate with me? ---He did. 
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All right.  So approximately 3.38 you heard another shot.  Whereabouts at this stage, you're in an  

armoured personnel carrier, the ballistic vehicle, in the driveway.  Was it right down the - near  

the front door again, was it?---Near the front door again. OK, so sirens going? --Can't remember. 

OK, were you about to launch an assault? ---No, we weren't. But it appeared that maybe, you'd  

come right up to the door and may appear to anyone inside that you may have been about to  

launch an assault?---I can't answer that question.  I wasn't inside. OK, all right.  Then you pause,  

the vehicle comes to a halt, a few moments later or minutes later, pass, a shot, bang at the vehicle  

again?---That's correct. Correct?  Whereabouts in the vehicle was it hit? ---Hit the driver's side  

window. That's where you were positioned? ---It was. And it was - your head's - about here, to  

here, here or there? ---It was the driver door window. OK.  And it's hit the window and a short  

distance from your head and - didn't penetrate the vehicle, did it? ---Again, thank God it didn't.  

Yes, that's right.  Thank God.  Allah is great. Then what - then this caused you to be concerned?- 

--Yeah it did. 

I'm just trying to work out what sort of exposure, it's not like you haven't been exposed to fire in  

the field or - - -?---I can't reveal our tactics, nor will I reveal our tactics. Have you ever used live  

fire amongst yourself cos I know they do train, certain you know like military or SOG special  

operations sort of - - - MS WILLIAMS:  Your Honour I'm going to object to the questioning, the  

questioning needs to be relevant, if it's not relevant I'm going to keep objecting to every question.  

ACCUSED:  It is, I feel it is. HER HONOUR:  Mr Binse you've done very well so far in relation  

to cross examining the witnesses on the statements, so - - - 

 

ACCUSED:  OK, his fear - exposure you know if you train in that sort of shit. 

HER HONOUR:  - - - at the end of the day, he was there. ACCUSED:  But if you train in that,  

you know, you live for that, you know what I mean? HER HONOUR:  Yes. 
 

All right.  Sons of God - is that what they call youse?  S-O-G is that the like 

abbreviation, "Sons of God".  Some people refer to us as that but what relevance is 

that? OK all right, I'm just trying to work it out, only because it has it - like a 

fearsome - fearless reputation throughout the community that's all? ACCUSED:  We want elite  

people in that role, yes? ---We don't use that word at our office. OK, what's the word you use? --- 
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We're just ordinary guys doing a extraordinary job. You are, really, you are.  Absolutely.   

Fearless? ---No. Not fearless? ---No.  That would be stupid. OK, all right.  But you can be  

fearless but you know still have you know, be switched on, you know?---I just answered that  

question.  To be fearless would be stupid. OK, all right.  Are they weak in nature, SOG? ---You'd  

have to ask the individual. I'm asking you, are you weak in nature? ---No, I'm not. 

OK, so you're not meek, you're not easily intimidated, are you? ---No, I'm not. 

I'm - I've had difficulties with you, I mean, engaging in the dock from over here and 

we're engaging at the moment, you know what I mean?  So you're not intimidated b 

- - ?---Do you have a question? I'm just asking, you're not easily intimidated? ---No. 

Were you wearing body armour at the time? ---I was. OK, what type of body armour? ---Helmet  

and ballistic vest. OK and did it have plates in the front? ---It did. It had the plates, so it had  

ceramic plates on top of the vest?---What's it matter about the plates? I'm trying to work it out, I  

mean what you were wearing? ---I was wearing ballistic armour. OK ballistic armour, so it's not  

just the normal - nothing like the body armour I had is it? ---I didn't see your body armour. I just  

- mine is - how do I say it um, obsolete.  Mine didn't carry ceramic plates, did yours? ---I had  

plates in my vest. 

Can we go to - Photo 4 of the same book please? ---Photo 4? 

Yep.  Whereabouts on the first occasion would the ballistic vehicle have stopped at in that photo, 

can you just point it out?  Would it be at the - at the steps there? ---I thought we've already  

moved past that. No I'm just trying to work out - we have, we have moved past it, but I've got  

photos now, I'm just trying to work out exactly - exactly where there it stopped.  We're not going  

to talk about what occurred? --We stopped near those front steps, we obviously couldn't - - - You  

stopped?-- - - - go any further cos of the van. OK so right at the steps there leading up to the  

entry? ---Yes. 

 

ACCUSED:  OK, 842.  So one sec - I was in a - you reversed the vehicle out - can I just - you  

reversed the vehicle out, OK - of the - after there was a shot discharged at the vehicle, you  

reversed it out, any further shots fired at that vehicle?---Not that I can recall. 

OK, so you've gone back to the borderline of the property, no more shots fired, correct? --- 
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Correct.  No more shots fired at the vehicle. At the vehicle, that's right, I'm glad? ---Correct. 

 

OK, all right.  See Photo 9, there's a police officer in overalls, female? ---Yes. Pointing with two  

hands? ---Yes. Seems to be maybe slugs, spent not cartridges but slugs? ---I can't tell you. 

Would they have been actually here's a better photo - No.11 - No.11, No.12 and No.13.  Would 

they have been the - the rounds that actually hit the vehicle?---I can't tell you if they're the rounds 

that hit the vehicle. There's nothing else - would they have been where the vehicle was - see it  

looks like to me –right out the front of the door there, where she's pointing, and it seems to be 

maybe - bang, drops? ---Again I'm not a ballistics expert. Saved by the vehicle?  The vehicle's  

hit, and they just drop? ---Couldn't tell you. All right.  Photo 16, actually yeah - sorry - yeah  

Photo 16 it is actually. MS WILLIAMS:  Your Honour what's the point of this question? 

ACCUSED:  The ricochet, I'm trying to work out where the location of the vehicle was Your 

Honour. MS WILLIAMS:  So what - what's the point of the questioning Your Honour?  How 

does that assist Your Honour in relation to the charges? ACCUSED:  Level of fear.   

 

MS WILLIAMS:  This is not a fact finding exercise for the accused. 

 

ACCUSED:  Where the actual vehicle was targeted, what location - - -HER HONOUR:  Just one  

moment.  He's already said that it was stationed at one point at least near the stairs. 
All right, no I'm just trying to work out - because at one stage yeah, it's a lot of - there's a lot of gaps, 
and I want to try and get everything into 
 

OK, all right, so at no time - did you observe me step out and shoot into the direction 

of the garage?---Myself personally no I did not. Did you see me at any time step out of the house  

and shoot at the robot? ---No I did not. You weren't present then? ---No I was not. 
 

OK.  Were any shots fired into the garage by members of the SOG, do you know? ---What was your 

question sorry? Was any shots fired into the garage of that location? ---By you or by us? By you, not 

by me? ---No. Was I observed shooting, discharging my weapon from the driveway into the garage 

area at all? ---Not by me.  

Is that transit van like obscuring the driveway, it doesn't seem to be a clear shot at all if I was to  
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fire in that direction into the garage roller-door, OK - that van seems to be in front of it.  It would  

be very difficult for me to - see your weapons firing shot and very hard to actually shoot around  

that vehicle is it?---You tell me. It would be like a banana sort of thing, like there's no 

ammunition that goes like that is there? ---Not that I'm aware of, but what's the relevance of that 

question? Because there's a shot, there's actually a shot - a hole, bullet-hole and entry, I'll show 

you in a sec.  It's actually in 40, Photo 42 and 43 - and 44 - and 45.  It seems to be a bullet hole, 

on Photo 43?---Yup. Seems to be a bullet hole? ---Yeah, OK this one I can comment on. 

Yes? ---Again I'm not ballistics expert, but when you look at the damage created to that door 

there, that would suggest that that round was fired from the windows at the back of the house, 

from where the front of the van is - you've got that little alcove, and you've got those side 

windows where the kitchen is - - - Yes, yes, yes? --- - - - as you can see the scraping to how the  

round actually came in. OK, all right? ---If that was straight on from the direction that you were  

talking about, indicating trying to shoot around the van, that would be a perfect hole, and not torn  

like it is there.  So that round was actually fired from inside the house, right-hand side. OK, all  

right, so I'm just trying to work that out.  My memory is very sketchy of it also - and I seen that  

and I thought to myself, "Where'd that come from man"?---So what's the relevance? Nah, you've  

just worked it out for me thank you? ---OK, so you fired it from inside the house. 

Yeah must've.  Any police officers present at that location do you know? ---Is that a serious 

question? It is a serious question, was there any officers - - -? --The siege went for two and a half 

days. HER HONOUR:  So do you mean near the garage - - - ACCUSED:  Not quite two and a  

half days, 44 hours man. HER HONOUR:  Mr Binse, Mr Binse did you mean near the garage  

door? ACCUSED:  Yeah, yeah inside the - was there any police located at that area, in that area?  

---No we would not put anyone that close. OK, all right, that's what I'm trying to work out if  

there was a threat to any officers' life in that direction, no. 
 

ACCUSED:  Can I take you to Photo 1 please, the first photo - is that the place - the location that  

- that I was arrested at?---Yes it is. Do you see the windows there at all - they seem to be - they  

don't seem to be intact at all? --No they don't. Was that because of - that's where the gas canisters 

were launched into the house? ---I would  suggest so. OK, all right and if I was to say that they 

weren't the only entry points to the gas canisters, would that be correct?---Most likely. 
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OK, so the rear of the premises would have been the same, "Bang, bang" - - -? ---Most likely. 

- - - like not - from each angle and the front, the sides, everything's mate - we're smoking him 

out, he's not coming out - we're smoking him out, yes?---Most likely yes. 

 

All right, no I'm just trying to work out - because at one stage yeah, it's a lot of - there's a lot of 

gaps, and I want to try and get everything into - at about 2 a.m. on 23 May, you and other 

members decide to discharge chemical munitions?---I didn't discharge any chemical munitions. 

But other members did? ---Other members did. Have they had gas masks on and stuff? ---They  

did. 

 

And I actually exited from the side of the house in between the house you were located in, and  

the side section to where there is like a walkway - the thing, yes?---Yes you did. OK and I  

actually come out of the window sort of thing and crashed through the area there and  

coughing and spluttering, is that where you've first seen me?---I first saw your shoulder when  

you came around the blind side of the house - - - Yes? --- - - - from the property that I was  

standing in. OK, and coughing and spluttering? ---At that time yeah you were coughing. 

Wearing a top, a green top or anything? ---Couldn't tell, you had a brown towel draped over your  

head and shoulder. OK - maybe further the gas, maybe do you know if that was to try and –  

improvised - - - ?---I couldn't tell you.- - - improvised, was it - do you know if it was ever 

recovered with water to improvise the gas?—-Couldn't tell you. Poor man's James Bond, you  

know?  And, how long was I in the house for, do you know after the first volley of gas was  

launched there?---Couldn't tell you. 

 

ACCUSED:  Yeah I have, yeah I heard - I heard a short time later I heard a volley of shots, yes?- 

--Correct. Do you know how many - six, if I'd say six there were six, it would be about that? ---I  

couldn't tell you the exact number. OK, were they in quick succession or, "Bang bang", pause,  

"bang bang bang bang", or where they - - -?---I couldn't tell you.- - - "bang, bang, bang, bang,  

bang, bang, bang" you don't know?---I couldn't tell ya. You didn't - you can't remember? --I can't  

remember. OK, all right.  It wasn't - it wasn't live rounds? ---No they weren't cos you were still  
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standing there. I dunno, I had a vest on too man but it wasn't as good as yours, and I didn't have  

an assault and it wasn't capable to - how can I say it - repel assault rifles either.  Stock standard  

38s and stuff, small arms.  A short time later it was communicated over the radio that Binse had  

been taken into custody, is that correct?---That's correct. 

Thank you.  Oh sorry - one sec - did I actually send you a letter at all?---You did. 

An apology sort of thing?  Concerns for your exposure to - - - ?---It was a half cocked apology. 

I had concerns for your exposure to my actions, you know - did I understand that your post 

traumatic stress experiences because I was shot myself six times - but mine hit - weren't lethal 

they weren't live rounds but mine hit - yes? 

ACCUSED:  I understood what he went through in his traumatic experience of being, you know, 

shot at, but mine was actually (accused thumps chest a number of times). HER HONOUR:  So is  

that the last thing? ACCUSED:  That's all I have for that one. HER HONOUR:  Because we'll  

get the next witness at least outside the door. ACCUSED:  You're a good officer?---Sorry? 

You're a good officer, you're a good soldier man. 

MS WILLIAMS:  Can the witness be excused Your Honour? 11. 
 
POLICE NEGOTIATOR EVIDENCE “JOHN HOLLIS”  

<JOHN JAMES HOLLIS, sworn and examined: 
 

So - you're out the front there for - I dunno - probably close to a good hour maybe, and then it 

was decided that you - travel down to the front near the front door sort of thing and maybe get 

closer and engage me there?---That is correct Your Honour. 

 

ACCUSED:  That you know what I mean - the noise, you know what I mean, like the sirens and  

stuff, you know, cos that's intimidating it's very scary, 

 

And - were the sirens and stuff still activated?---They were activated intermittently yes. 

OK, all right - and I was looking - "I was looking towards the front of the premises and I seen the 

curtain or blind on the left window move"?---That is correct Your Honour. Then you heard a  
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loud bang?---That is correct. And you observed something hit the front of the armoured vehicle?- 

--That is correct. And you observed it bounce up or something into the air?---Correct. 

Do you know if that went - that ricocheted into the fence at all?---No, I don't Your Honour. 

And - it was obvious to you that a shot had been discharged at the vehicle?---That is correct. 

And that caused you to be concerned? ---The initial bang, absolutely. OK.  At probably seven,  

about ten minutes to eight or something, two more shots fired?---That's correct. At the vehicle or  

to the side of the vehicle, do you know?---I don't know where they were aimed, I didn't see the  

point of origin of fire. Do you know if they actually hit the - do you know if they hit the vehicle  

and ricocheted off?—Nah. Or they actually went to the side of the vehicle into the fence there? -- 

No they hit the fence Your Honour. 

 

ACCUSED:  Oh sorry Paragraph 3.  "And shot from inside", and you say that, "The vehicle 

remained there"?---Ah no it reversed. It reversed?---Reversed back up to the entrance of the  

driveway Your Honour. Soon after, just following that like moments later or bang, shot wheelied  

out?---Moments or minutes Your Honour, I don't recall exact - - - ACCUSED:  Did I seem like I  

was calm and collective? ---No Your Honour. Erratic maybe? ---If you'd like to use that word  

Your Honour yeah. Up and down?  You know what I mean, one minute he's - maybe talking and  

the next thing he's just off the deep end?---Correct Your Honour. Yeah.  Do you know if that  

may have been due to paranoia? ---I'm not aware of what your emotional state of mind was at the  

time - - - OK? --- - - - other than your responses. OK, was I concerned about being shot by  

police, did I mention that? ---Yes you were. OK, my safety, I was concerned about my safety? --- 

Yes you were. That I refused to leave the location, because I thought I was perceived to be shot  

by police?— Yes you did, Your Honour. OK, and I mentioned that on more than one occasion? – 

--Yes. Throughout the course of the negotiations? ---During the times I spoke to you, you  

mentioned it to me once or twice yes. OK, and that's why I refused to leave the premises? ---Yes,  

a reason. 

Yes.  Do you know - did I actually - did I mention to you at any time why I was concerned about 

being shot by police? ---I can't recall what - - - Can't you?--- - - - if that happened, but I gave you an 

assurance that that would not happen. OK, yeah but see you're in blue, so you're still the, "Us and 
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them" and nothing personal, it's just once you're exposed to certain events, you're very untrusting 

towards the other team - "Us and them" conditioning, are you familiar with, "Us and them" 

conditioning? HER HONOUR:  Well let's - - - ACCUSED:  OK, all right no - - - 

HER HONOUR:  You're telling him that, how you view it. ACCUSED:  OK, no no - I'm trying  

to work out maybe the negotiator, they aren't familiar with certain mental conditions, states of  

minds and stuff like that, you 
 

ACCUSED:  No fault of theirs, we learn everyday we learn something new everyday.  Did I 

seem to be aggressive towards you at all?---He did Your Honour. OK, and what did I - and what  

was - in what - in what fashion? ---Well to the best of my knowledge, and these would be the  

negotiator notes, they're not my notes. Yeah, yeah, yeah? ---Shortly after the female was taken  

out, my first conversation with you, with the defendant Your Honour, was in relation to, "If you  

blokes wanna play tough, I've got more explosives in here than you guys have and I'll blow a  

radius a kilometre wide", similar to that.  And I sort of said, "Calm down" and started negotiating  

and started talking and then hung up and then there was further conversations throughout the  

time, but my first conversation yes you were very erratic and very aggressive. Yep, so I  

suggested if youse wanna play hardball, you know, I'll play hardball too?---Similar to that Your  

Honour yes. OK, yeah and - basically on that - on that level you know words to the effect that  

you know, "Youse wanna fuck" oh sorry, all right - it's hard for me not to - I'm just - what you  

see is what you get Your Honour, and I wanna - this is raw.  "So if you wanna play, let's play"? – 

--That is correct Your Honour. "You wanna engage, let's engage", is that correct? ---That's  

correct Your Honour. OK, all right.  And I'm prepared to blow the whole place to smithereens? – 

-That is correct. OK and by this stage had they cleared the area for the civilians, or was just –  

police still - only just police in the area?---Ah no, I'm pretty sure there was an evacuation in  

place, what distance that was back, I'm not aware of as far as the options from command, but I  

know there was a further evacuation conduction throughout - - -Code black I think was called?--- 

I'm not aware of any - - - Do you know what stage that was, was that prior to that - those  

comments made or after those comments?---I'm not aware of any code black and what you're  

referring to as that. From my understanding there was a code black announced and the whole  

place was cleared?—OK, I know there was a further evacuation after our conversation, but I'm  
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not aware of any code black that you're referring to. OK, all right - no I'm just - that's what I read  

somewhere.  And after that, you thought that maybe this is pretty serious?---I thought it was  

pretty serious before that. OK, all right.  OK, and then what was your respond - response to those 11. 
 
 

<SOG OPERATOR 55, sworn and examined: MS WILLIAMS:  Now for the purposes of you  

giving evidence, are you Operator 55? ---Yes. Are you from the Special Operations Group at  

Flinders Street? ---Yes. 

<CROSS-EXAMINED BY ACCUSED:  

Your statement was made in January - only days after the incident? ---That's correct. 

OK, so it's fresh in your mind? ---Yes. 
 

Do you refer to notes or straight off the memory? --I refer to a - analyst log for times but most of  

it from my memory. How long have you been a police officer for? ---Seventeen years. 

Seventeen years?  SOG, how many tours in the SOG? ---Ten years. We've got a veteran.   

Leadership.  Right.  You team leader? ---Yes. You arrived at what time? ---7 p.m. on the  

Monday, 21st. OK, so you were one of the first to arrive, of that group.  First to arrive? ---No.   

No, there was people there. You were in the second wave? --I don't know what wave I was in but  

I was called to attend and I was at the office at seven o'clock on the Monday night. All right.   

You were directed by Operator 6? ---Yes. Where was Operator 6?  He's the command leader,  

was he, or something like that?  He's the chief? --He's a Senior Sergeant. A general? ---One of,  

yes. 

Yeah.  Did you know - did you know about my history?  Did you know who you were handling  

or dealing with or who I was at the time?---Yes. Have you dealt with me in the past? ---Yep. 

He has.  92? ---I don't know the years.  It wasn't 92 though. It would've been 92, man.  Actually,  

maybe 95.  Sorry, sorry? ---I was in (indistinct) 92. 2005? ---Yes, round that time. 2005 - 2006?  

–--Yep. Intercepted the Fairlane at the service station? ---Yes. Touch one, touch all on the roof?   

Remember that? ---No. You don't remember?  You couldn't miss it, man.  Touch one, touch all.   

The whole roof was emblazed by it? ---Nah. Do you remember the - - - MS WILLIAMS:  Your  
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Honour, what's the relevance of this? ACCUSED:  I'm just trying to work out which vehicle he  

remembers, you know.  Like if it was the same vehicle. MS WILLIAMS:  Well it's not relevant. 

HER HONOUR:  That's fine Detective - - - ACCUSED:  No I'm just trying to work out - - - 

HER HONOUR:  - - - this particular (indistinct) - - - ACCUSED:  - - - yeah, it's (indistinct) it's  

us and them conditioning.  I don't realise how deep and profound it is.  Do you remember there  

was a CB aerial on the boot with the Eureka flag hoisted, fluttering. 

ACCUSED:  Yeah, I'm just trying to work out something that he - it's pretty - I'm trying – want 

to demonstrate through the witness here, it's a perfect opportunity.   When he's - when he arrested  

me in 2006 at the service station, there was a - do you recall the bullet - bullet stickers littered all 

over the vehicle at the time? ---I've arrested thousands of people since then.  I don't remember  

every job. OK.  But the vehicle was white and had - was littered with bullet holes - - - 

MS WILLIAMS:  Your Honour, this is not relevant. HER HONOUR:  (Indistinct). 

ACCUSED:  Well it was.  State of mind. HER HONOUR:  Can you have - can you have a look-  

ACCUSED:  Us and them, conditioning.   

ACCUSED:  OK.  All right.  Was that the 2006, actually is it January 2006 that arrest.  Was that  

the only other previous arrest you have been involved with me?---No, I think there were others.   

I can't recall when. Fair dinkum?  Small world.  All right.  Did I shoot at police or anything like  

that?  Resist arrest or anything on those occasions? ---No. Was I armed on those occasions? ---I  

can't recall. OK.  Were you present when I was hospitalised? MS WILLIAMS:  This is not  

relevant Your Honour. ACCUSED:  Post traumatic stress man. HER HONOUR:  Yes, let's try  

and see where this is going.  Have a look at the last paragraph. ACCUSED:  Maybe he  

contributed to the injuries I was - (indistinct) get the finger reattached. You know, microsurgery  

and stuff. 

 

HER HONOUR:  I'm interested to hear about Paragraph - the last paragraph. 

ACCUSED:  OK.  Right. HER HONOUR:  Because that's when things start to happen. 

ACCUSED:  Well it might be - pretty warmed up within - you know, within the hour or so it got  

exciting. HER HONOUR:  Yes but then he says, "I observed the security door opened and a 

male's arm holding a silver coloured revolver appeared from behind the open security door." 
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HER HONOUR:  What do you think - do you think you'll be finished by one?  No? 

ACCUSED:  No way. HER HONOUR:  So we're going to come back at two - he needs to come  

back at two. ACCUSED:  Yeah, have a recess, fill the canteen, have something to eat, chow.   

ACCUSED:  I'm biting at the bit. HER HONOUR:  So it would be good if we can get them  

done. ACCUSED:  I would like to, seriously, but I want to be thorough and I want to get as  

much as – on the record, you know. HER HONOUR:  Yes.  No, I understand. ACCUSED:  And  

proving that - establish much - much relevance. 

 

ACCUSED:  OK, all right.  At this location.  OK.  On the following morning, so this is the day  

after the initial discharge of weapon by me towards the armoured personnel, is this - I'm trying to  

read this.  Is that the way it reads?  The day after? ---Well you've got it in front of you. 

The following morning, so the first day you were on site.  Never engaged with you? ---No, I got  

there at eight o'clock at night on the Monday. OK.  And by this stage I'd already opened up on  

the armoured personnel carrier a few times. Can you - - - ?---Can't recall.  I wasn't there then. 

OK, but you were aware of it? ---Yeah. And where were you positioned? ---To start with, on the  

Monday night, the northeast corner of the property.   

 

So you're at the rear of the property? ---yes. And you were in the - were you - or were you in the  

group that my dog, both dogs identified in the corner, the right-hand corner of the building - the  

house, the property?  Right, so there's - I'll find - there's photos.  One second I'll see (indistinct) .   

There's some sort of vehicle there too I think in front, covering youse.  Like - was that some sort  

of vehicle in front of you, as a cover, bunker sort of thing?  Shielding? ---There was a four wheel  

drive.  I was in the four wheel drive. Like a black, I think, was it?  I think it was on the  

(indistinct) too? ---Yeah I think it was. Actually on the TV.  They identified your location man.   

Not good.  Any shots fired at that vehicle or at you at all? ---There were shots fired in a northerly  

direction. 

like - scared the shit out of you maybe?---Nuh. No?  You are a tough man, I like ya.  He's  

fearless, that's why he's leader. 
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see any of that?---I saw three shots fired. OK, so you were peeking over the fence maybe or had  

– - - ?---Nuh.  I was looking at a monitor. The monitor.  The whole perimeter was secured by  

monitors, yes? ---The whole perimeter - the perimeter was secured, yes. OK.  And shots - if I  

take you to p.63 or Photo 63? ---Yes. Is that - it looks like a police officer pointing at a hole or  

something, a bullet hole that - - - ?— Yes. - - - seems to be on the side of the location where you  

were, yes? ---Yes. And that, I think, went through and then - and embedded itself in the sound  

barrier on Keilor Park Drive? ---I couldn't tell you. After shots were fired in that direction, they  

closed down the traffic, I think? ---Yes they did. So there's only soldiers left in the field.  No  

civilians, all the civilians evacuated, (indistinct), yes?---That's cos there are holes in the barrier  

on Keilor Park Drive as well. Yeah but by this stage it's all civilians in the area were evacuated  

because of the gunfire, yes? --- They were - - -Concerns for their safety? --It was closed down  

after you fired to the north.  Holes in your fence, holes in the sound barrier, if that's what you  

want to call it, for Keilor Park Drive. Thank you.  So all the - there was only soldiers left in the  

field, yes?  I consider myself a soldier.  I consider you a soldier.  I use that terminology.  Only  

soldiers left in the field, yes? 

 

HER HONOUR:  Do you want that - what was the last question? ACCUSED:  Just if the  

civilians in the - civilians were evacuated by this stage or after that incident, yes?---Because you  

were endangering them, yes. OK, that's fine.  Just us engaged left. HER HONOUR:  All right,  

HER HONOUR:  The last paragraph, p.844.  "The following morning at about 10.09 a.m. I was  

(indistinct) " et cetera et cetera. ACCUSED:  OK, what - - - HER HONOUR:  "Along with  

Operator 131." ACCUSED:  What page is this? HER HONOUR:  That's the first page.  

ACCUSED:  OK, right. HER HONOUR:  "I observed" - sorry, do you have that? ACCUSED:   

Yeah. HER HONOUR:  Right at the bottom. ACCUSED:  Yes, yes, yes, yes.  Sorry.  Sorry.  Can  

I just pause for a moment.  Earlier on, that projectile going through the fence and he says in his  

statement that he actually went to - actually it's p.2, the first paragraph. HER HONOUR:  Yes. 

ACCUSED:  You say that you went to inspect it.  You see - noticed the bullet hole and you done  

like a line thing sort of thing and you see that it's penetrated the sound barrier but did you see  

where the projectile landed?   
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Was there any other holes, bullet holes in that area, in that region? ---From what I recall, I only 

remember seeing one in the sound barrier. And that's the one you - you done the - like, retraced  

its line of trajectory? ---Yes. That's the one we're talking about here, appears - it would appear to  

be? --- It would appear so. so that's Tuesday, is it, last paragraph on page - the first page.  "The  

following morning about ten- ten past ten, I was viewing the monitor along with Operator 13 and  

we see - observed the security door open and a male holding a silver coloured revolver from  

behind the open security door.  The male fired three rounds into" - that's - - - ? 

---That's Tuesday.  - -That’s Tuesday the day after - - - ?--- M'mm. - - - it starts? ---Yeah. 

And that's - is that the time that these bullets penetrate the rear of the - the fence? ---That's the 

time I saw the shots fired and I went up to the fence and had a look and saw the holes, yes. 

OK, there was only one holes or two holes? ---From what I recall, I remember seeing one hole in 

the fence and one hole in the sound barrier. OK, all right.  And the others may have gone into the  

ground?---I don't know. Do you know if they were ever recovered, those slugs? ---I don't know. 
 

ACCUSED:  Yes, yep.  Are you aware of any flashbang grenades being used during the course  

of this standoff?---Um, no.  Not that I recall. Right, so you're not absolutely certain about this? -- 

No. Not on your shift, not on your watch? ---No. OK, all right.  If I was to say to you that there's  

empty cartridges in the house and the garage would you say it's possible?---I'd say it's possible  

you're mixing them up with something else. Do you know what - what type of munitions were  

used on me during this period? ---Yes. Yes, what were they? ---I'm not going to divulge any  

methodology in relation to our tactics. I like you, you're good.  OK, so flashbang grenades or  

something to stun or something like this?  I've got bits and pieces in me vest man? ---No. 

I've got shrapnel in me vest from inside, from exploding.  You would say that's a lie? ---I don't  

know what you had in your vest. OK, all right.  Were you aware of loud noise tactics to scare  

and suggest and maybe explosions, simulated explosions used during this period?---No. Not  

aware of that? ---No. So we can rub that out? ---I'm not aware of it. OK, all right.  Cross that off  

the list.  All right.   

OK.  All right.  Is it true that I never fired at any police officers SOG on the front lawn? ---What are 
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you talking about? Never fired at any police officers, police (indistinct) when I was gassed out at the 

final stages prior to my arrest? ---So you're talking about at the end? 

Yeah? ---Not when you fired at the ballistic vehicle? Yeah, yes? ---You're talking about the end? 

Yes, yes?---Yeah, that's true. And there was a number of - you were present also, I believe? --- 

Yes. There were how many police officers would've been in that vicinity, probably been ten  

maybe?  Under ten?  More than ten? ---I wouldn't say ten, there'd be probably about six to eight  

maybe in the vicinity of you. OK, spread out.  They weren't, you know, single file, they were - - -  

?---Probably three in front of you. OK, so strategically they would have been positioned, "Bang"  

you know all over, and that woulda only been a short distance like maybe from me to you  

away?---Yeah about that far maybe a little bit further. OK, all right and I woulda noticed him  

there, yes? ---Don't know, you were affected by gas - - - OK? --- - - - or appeared you were  

affected by gas. All right, was I still coughing and spluttering? ---Yes. OK.  Do you know how  

long I was in the house for after the first gas canister was lobbed in there?---A very short time. A  

minute, five minutes, ten minutes? ---No more than five minutes. No more than five minutes, do  

you know how many canisters were placed in there? --Not off the top of my head no.  

Approximately, less than ten? ---Couldn't tell ya. OK.  Can I get you to have a look at Photo  

Folio F, take you to p.121 and 122, 123? ---Yes. Does that seem to be some sort of burning, or  

something that's on fire or some - - -? ---Yes. And do you know what caused that? ---Nope. 

Would it've been the munitions, the gas or whatever was used by special operations? ---Possibly. 

OK.  Did that - was that a similar incident with Tony Laguinzia? ---Wasn't there. OK, no just  

trying to work out if there's a consistency of pattern - there's many parallels.  Were you - you  

weren't involved in that matter?---No. 
 

OK - did you - you were at the rear of the residence, were you able to - did you have any infrared  

vision or anything like that?---Ah no. So you - thermal heating or anything like that, were you  

able to monitor my movements inside at all?---No. Were up able to hear what was being said  

inside?---No. Did you have a directional boom mike at all? ---No. Oh come on man.  You got all  

of the other gadgets but you're not listening to what he's up to in there?  Come on please.  Did  

you - were you aware that I set up a - barricades inside of the place?---No. You weren't aware? -- 

Nah. Counter-measures I'll call them.  Were you able to look into the rear of the place the place  



CAGED UNTOLD. 
THIS DOCUMENT IS COPY RIGHT OF C.D.P. FOR VIEWING PURPOSES ONLY TO SHARE AND TO 
PROMOTE ITS VALUABLE CONTENT TO ALL. ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED BY C.D.P. ABSORB!  

 
POLICE BORN P.T.S.D. CONDITION CHAPTER                                                Page.	  

or was it obscured by blankets or mattresses - the windows?---I couldn't see in from where I was  

no. OK - maybe they were obscured by counter-measures? ---I don't know, couldn't see in. 

Did you ever actually enter the premises after I was arrested? ---Yes. Did you notice barricades  

situated around - at both front and rear entry points? ---At the rear yes. OK, not at the front? ---I  

can't recall the front. OK.  Did you notice olive oil spread all over the place? ---No. No slippery  

surface? ---It was slippery. OK - olive oil counter-measure, cheap and effective.  OK, all right.   

What was my position inside?  Do you know if I was in the centre of - if I was able to observe  

the front and rear entry points from my location?---I told you I couldn't see you in the house.  

OK? ---How possibly could I know that. 
 
The round that I discharged into the vehicle, did the window have to be replaced at all? ---No. 

OK so it stood up? ---Yes. Wasn't shattered or anything like that? ---No. Right.  All right, so  

about 8 p.m. I'll take you to p.2 Paragraph 2, "About 8 p.m. I returned to command post and was  

instructed to take up a team leader role inside the ballistic vehicle, which was parked out front of  

the target", is that true?---Yes. "And deliberate action to resolve the incident"? ---Yes. And what  

was that? ---I'm not gonna divulge the methodology. Was that engaging or, passive, aggressive  

offense? ---I'm not divulging methodology. Do you know - if from a tactical point of view if my  

actions met the principles of a textbook case actually of aggressive offence?---I don't understand  

what you're getting at. Aggressive offence - you know, from a tactical point of view, did I meet  

that - or did I qualify post-traumatic stress actually - it's aggressive offence. 

HER HONOUR:  I don't think he can answer that. 
 

ACCUSED:  OK, so during this time 8 p.m. you're out front of the target address, and deliberate  

action to resolve the incident didn't appeared to have occurred, wasn't successful?---Very  

successful. It's 8 p.m.?---If we did a deliberate action to resolve the incident, you're here now, 

very successful. Ah yeah but that's 8 p.m. the following day OK, so there's some like 24 hours or  

more that transpired - I'm happy that I'm alive too man - I live to tell.  I wanted to be shot at the  

time but you know, things change.11. 
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<SOG OPERATOR 125, sworn and examined: 

How long have you been a member of the police force for? 

--Approaching six years Your Honour. And how long - how many tours have you done SOG?   

Like 12 months, tour I say - 12 months term? ---How long have I been in the SOG? The SOG  

yeah? ---Approaching two years. So two tours I'd say? ---OK. That's soldier jargon? ---OK.  You  

consider yourself a soldier? HER HONOUR:  Mr Binse. ACCUSED:  I consider myself as a  

solider man. HER HONOUR:  Yes, well - - - ACCUSED:  One soldier to another 

 

And you arrived after the first shooting, after the first shots discharged? ---That's correct. 

Did you hear those shots? ---The first shots? Yeah, fired by me? ---I wasn't there, so no. 

Would you agree that the SOG just doesn't select any type of police officer to perform that role?  

They're vetted, they're selected, they're hand-picked, you know? ---Of course. 

I mean they're a very high standard, you know? ---Of course. Would you consider yourself  

fearless, or a coward?  Timid? MS WILLIAMS:  What's the relevance of the - - -  

ACCUSED:  I'm just trying to work out what sort of batch we're dealing with here, you know.  I 

reckon they're hardcore and I really admire them man, you know.  Worthy adversaries.  Probably 

the best this state has to offer.  They are the best this state has to offer actually.  During the 

briefing, what - what was said and what was discussed by Operator 6 about me - well he said 

maybe, "Watch this" - sorry - sorry about the language - "This person has a history of violence, 

armed robberies, discharges firearms, assault rifles, weapons, we've been dealing with him since 

- since 1992 the SOG arrest.  You know, normal police don't in normal circumstances arrest this 

person, they send the SOG in since 1992" did they mention any of that? ---No. So you weren't  

aware of my history? ---Limited. 

 

I'm just trying to work it out.  Were you present when police used flash bang grenades lobbed 

into the house?---Yes I was. OK.  Do you know how many flash bang grenades were - - -? ---No,  

I don't. A number? ---Wouldn't have a clue, couldn't tell you.  Don't know. OK.  If I said more  

than two, more than three? ---Don't know. They were flash bang grenades, they weren't the gas,  

that was later on - that was at the tail end? Yes? ---Oh OK. Yes?  Yes?  The tail end the gas? --- 

Yes. That's when they smoked me out? --- That's right. And that's when I come out the front  
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lawn, that's how it ended? ---Right OK. The standoff, the impasse broke, OK.  Do you know  

what - (a) that would have occurred or what time the flash bang grenades were lobbed into the  

house?---My misunderstanding, I thought that when you referred to them you were talking about  

at the conclusion. OK, no the flash bang grenades, the inside I've got - there's photos, images, the  

munitions, the spent cartridges are inside, there's the evidence?---Can you tell me what time that  

was and I'll tell you. I'm trying to work it out myself, were you present - cos I - my - my  

recollection - - -? --Well I know what I was present for, I don't know what I wasn't present for.  

Because mine's pretty hazy too man? ---OK. I mean really it went for a while and you know, and  

that's one of the conditions of post-traumatic stress - your memory doesn't have a clear  

recollection, only bits and pieces. Did you experience any post-traumatic stress?  

MS WILLIAMS:  Your Honour I object to the questioning. ACCUSED:  No, no I'm just trying –  

- - MS WILLIAMS:  Don't answer it. ACCUSED:  - - - if he experienced any post-traumatic  

stress from this incident? ---No. HER HONOUR:  Let's have a look at the statement. 

ACCUSED:  It's a pretty hairy sort of - some people have got it you know - he's fearless man –  

you don't give a - you know? 

 

OK, all right.  What was - when was the first occasion that you actually made visual contact with 

me? ---It was sometime shortly after approximately 2.10 a.m. on - - - The final hours, the final  

moments? ---That's correct. Not before that, you never seen me before that? ---Nah. And - you  

hear - I come out - I - from the side of the house and did I have anything around my head or  

anything like that?  Was I masked or - - -? ---I don't recall if you had anything around your head.  

No towel round or anything like that? ---Oh perhaps, I don't recall that. Did you hear me, did you  

hear me (makes coughing noises)? ---I heard coughing yes. All right, and the front lawn, lot of  

lights - like the MCG actually - you had big stands there with the lights there yes?--- 

Yeah, heaps of lighting.  And there was the armoured personnel vehicle out front too? ---Yes. 

And that's where the officers inside launched their arrest, the assault, from that vehicle - they  

were actually behind I think they had like - I dunno - those like bullet-proof shields sort of thing?  

Were you carrying any of those? ---I don't know, I don't know. What sort of weapon were you  

carrying, man? ---I was carrying a 12 gauge less lethal shotgun. So you had the beanbag rounds?  
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---That's correct. OK, and you confronted - seen me - you've seen me - did you realise that I had  

a - were you aware that I had a ballistic vest underneath? --- No. I had some sort of jacket though  

covering it, yes?  I was wearing some top sort of thing yes?—That's right. OK and I have a  

weapon in my hand at all? ---Yes. Do you know what sort of weapon? ---It was a silver revolver.  

Would that be it? ---Could be. It was recovered on the front lawn? ---I believe so. 

 

OK, and do you see on the footpath there some sort of silver item appears to be a handgun, you  

see that? ---Yes I do. OK was that the weapon that was in my possession at the time? ---I believe so. It 

wasn't there before though, was it? ---Not that I noticed no. All right, so Photo 2 - same booklet, is 

that appear to be in the gutter there some sort of jacket, some clothing and on the - the nature-strip 

ballistic two-piece vest? ---Yes. Is that what I was wearing? ---Yes. 

 

And would that have been where I was arrested - that location sort of thing?  That spot - - -? --- 

Yes it is. - - - OK, on the street.  And - OK - now do you know if that weapon was loaded at the  

time?---I don't know. I pointed it around, waved it around? ---Yes you did. Clearly visible to the  

officers ---Yes you did. No officers shot? ---No. OK, but there was plenty of - there was a  

number of maybe half a dozen police officers in that area, a good half - how many you reckon –  

I'm not sure? ---There were several police there. Probably about ten, more than ten? ---In what  

vicinity? In that area the front scene - you know, the - - -? ---Numerous. 

 

Sorry - they called out to me, "Surrender to stop".  I ignored the officers' commands, yes? ---Yes. 

They called out to me on a number of occasions to, "Stop, drop the weapon"? ---Words to that  

effect yes. OK, and I ignored these demands, yes.  Did I drop the weapon? ---Yes you did. 

Was it after I was shot on that day or - - -? ---No it was before. OK, so I surrendered.  Did I drop  

the weapon? ---You dropped the weapon. OK, all right - and then I was shot?  Yes? ---Yep.  Yes  

you were shot after that that's correct. Six times? ---Not by myself, no. OK but I was shot six  

times do you know? ---OK. And they were in quick succession, or then two - three and then  

pause, and then another two – three or just an intense volley?---Well I can describe what I did,  

but I don't know what other people did. All right, and you shot me at all? --Yes. And how many  
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times, do you know? --Four. Four? ---Missed once. Missed once?  Man you gotta go back to the  

training man.  And how close were you? ---15 metres. 15 metres?  That's a bit of a distance? --- 

An estimate, I'd have to look at the photos, I'm not too sure. OK and they were upper body? --- 

Yes. 

OK, all right, no head shots, no?  All right, did they - were they imbedded in my ballistic vest  

those shots, or did they bounce off - or what was the - - - ?---I didn't locate any during the search  

so I assume that they bounced off. OK, all right and I was - did I - "Drop the weapon, drop the  

weapon" I ignored the demands, and said to me on a number of occasions, eventually I decided –  

I dropped the weapon, then I'm shot, OK - six times - OK, yes? ---No. No?  What happened? --- 

You were told to drop the weapon, you dropped the weapon, the revolver in the front of the  

premises.  Then you staggered around and then motioned back towards the revolver, bent over to  

pick it up - which was when I fired the first two shots. So I went - so I've dropped it, and then  

I've gone back for it? ---Gone back, that's correct. OK, and that's when youse opened up? --- 

That's correct. OK all right and then I've what - I fell to my knees? ---I don't recall you falling to  

your knees. I dropped, kinda like dropped to my knees sort of thing or did I - how was I? --I gave  

you further instructions to lay down on the ground. OK, did I comply? ---After several  

instructions, you lay down. OK and that's when I was taken into custody? ---That's correct. 

 

ACCUSED:  Did I send you a letter? --- I beg your pardon? Did you receive a letter from me at  

all?  Actually it was sent to a group of you, it was you're 125, oh you get a mention too - "To  

whom it may concern collectively, Operators 11, 94, 113, 134, 55, 125, 133 and 14" did you  

receive that back at the office? --- I was aware that it arrived. Did you read that at all? ---Nah.  

You're not familiar with the content at all? ---No. ACCUSED:  He's aware that it arrived. 

MS WILLIAMS:  - - - and I'd love to know what the relevance of this is.  I haven't objected to  

the other one but - - - ACCUSED:  The relevance is, that I'm concerned from one colleague - I'll  

say soldier to another stand point of view - - -  HER HONOUR:  I tell you what we'll do, Mr  

Binse.  We'll just leave this to one side for the moment and we'll discuss its tendering at some  

stage - - - ACCUSED:  OK, I gave him some advice.  In future, I mean, maybe they should  

practise any future life - maybe they can learn something from this.  We don't want anything to  
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happen to them.  I mean they're here for - to protect the community, mate, I don't want nothing –  

- - MS WILLIAMS:  May the witness be excused Your Honour? HER HONOUR:  Yes.  

ACCUSED:  It's all good. MS WILLIAMS:  Thank you. HER HONOUR:  So you're finished  

with - - -ACCUSED:  I am, thank you. < (THE WITNESS WITHDREW) 11. 

 

<MARK CHAPMAN, affirmed and examined: 

All right Photo 58, can I take you to that photo please.  Seems to be some sort of again, some sort  

of device some sort of munition or something like that, similar in appearance to Photo 5.  Do you  

know where that was recovered?---It doesn't appear on my exhibit log, so it wasn't seized, well  

not by me anyway. OK, you know that's one that hasn't been entered or recorded that one, there's  

a - there's pretty much Guy Fawkes Day, there's about 15 or something lobbed in, and I only get 

to count two so far, three - actually four, only two are entered on the books.  Do you know when  

that photo was taken? ---I don't. Sixty-three, take you to Photo 63.  Do you know, there seems to  

be some sort of damage to the wall - the walls there do you know, do you know where that photo 

was taken? ---No. All right, Photo 65 seems to be some sort of (indistinct) in the centre of that  

photo on the floorboards behind some sort of cushion in the couch, seems to be another  

projectile.  Do you know what - where that photo was taken? ---No. And you say you only  

entered in two?  Only two have been document recorded? ---Yes. OK.  One in the garage and  

one in the house somewhere? MS WARREN:  Your Honour, how is any of this relevant to fact  

and issue, it's whether there was ten projectiles or one projectile - - - ACCUSED:  Yeah there's  

so many projectiles that I can count, you know but there's only two entered in as evidence. 

MS WARREN:  In my submission Your Honour it doesn't have anything to do with the charges  

in this case. ACCUSED:  It does. HER HONOUR:  How long do you think because - - - 

ACCUSED:  I'll wind up with him now. HER HONOUR:  Because Pringle is as I said, the  

Ballistics - - - ACCUSED:  I like it. HER HONOUR:  Ballistics guy. 

ACCUSED:  I gotta get the truth man, reveal the truth - how many projectiles are we talking  

about, when you come up with the photos - and you haven't even recorded. 

HER HONOUR:  So Pringle's coming. ACCUSED:  OK. HER HONOUR:  And he's the - - -  
                                                
11 Melbourne Magistrates Court Evidence March 2013. 
 



CAGED UNTOLD. 
THIS DOCUMENT IS COPY RIGHT OF C.D.P. FOR VIEWING PURPOSES ONLY TO SHARE AND TO 
PROMOTE ITS VALUABLE CONTENT TO ALL. ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED BY C.D.P. ABSORB!  

 
POLICE BORN P.T.S.D. CONDITION CHAPTER                                                Page.	  

ACCUSED:  OK I'll wait. HER HONOUR:  Ballistics. 

ACCUSED:  OK, all right.  All right.  That's all I have with this witness Your Honour.11. 

 
THE FLASH BANG EXPERT SPEAKS. 

<ALAN FRANKLIN PRINGLE, sworn and examined: 

Your Honour my full name is Alan Franklin Pringle.  I'm a Leading Senior Constable of  

police, attached to the Victoria Police Forensic Services Centre at Macleod.  There I am a firearm and  

tool mark examiner. 

<CROSS-EXAMINED BY ACCUSED:  

You've been a police officer for how long? ---Ah 37 years. You'd be on the verge of  

retirement?—-(No audible response.) How long have you been working in the ballistics section  

for? ---Thirty-three years. Thirty-three? ---Yes. The (indistinct), so you're experienced I'd say  

yes? ---Yes. The person I need to see, speak to, qualify 33 years' experience.  All right now how  

many - are you familiar with flash-bang grenade ammunition, you know the leftover spent  

cartridges or whatever they're called?---I'm aware of it yes. Are you aware of the CS gas  

canisters and cartridges?---I am yes. Do they look similar or are they different? ---They appear  

different. You're experienced in the field, 23 years in the ballistics, you'd know one from the  

other? ---Correct. 

Can I take you to Folio N please, have you got Folio N in front of you, can I take you to page or  

Photo 5 please.  That's the one, can you describe what that maybe? ---That's ah, the charge from  

a CS gas um - - - Canister? ---Canister, yes. Can I take you - actually were any flash-bang  

grenade ammunitions recovered from 46 Sterling Drive do you know? ---If I may refer to my  

notes. Yeah go for it man, go for it.  Actually I will rephrase that, handed to you not recovered.   

Have you got a photo of one of those flash-bang grenade spent cartridge? ---No, I don't have - the  

items I collected were from the periphery of the premises and I hadn't - I haven't entered the  

premises so whatever was contained in the premises was still there.  That was examined on  

another day by another member. So all I'm trying to work out, so you didn't conduct a search,  

you're a ballistic expert, you would know what to look for if you're looking for flash-bang  
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grenades, spent cartridges, you know, CS gas spent cartridges - I say cartridges for a better term -  

OK, but you relied upon other police personnel to provide you with these items that they say they  

found and you conducted searches - examinations of it did you?---Um I - I collected various CS  

canisters, bean bag cartridge components and flash-bang devices from around the outside of the  

premises. You say we got some flash-bang devices have we? --Ah yes. How many of those? ---If  

you bear with me. Yeah take your time man, let's be proper, let's be through, let's be factual? --- 

Now I have – actually what I have, the flash-bang device is the clip, the handle that comes away  

from the device. What do the notes say (indistinct) I was under the assumption they maybe  

launched from some sort of like (indistinct) or something, that's not the case?---I don't believe - -  

How - how - - -? ---I believe the flash-bang canisters they - yes, they have a clip. Like a grenade?  

---Like a grenade yes. OK and they're logged over, what, so what you see or recover or - are the  

clips? ---Yes. The actual - the pin, the thing that keeps it safe? ---The actual - - -Like that pin  

there, is that what you see? ---Um, not so much the pin as the clip itself. The clip, OK, so the rest  

of the ammunition explodes or something like that, is that what occurs?---It um, it doesn't  

explode, it makes a loud bang. But disorientates the person or causes a big ban, scary, does  

shrapnel explode anywhere? ---No they're a sound device. I'm trying to work it out because from  

my memory and recollection of events I was told that actually exploding shrapnel lodged in the  

bullet-proof vest that I was wearing at the time, that wouldn't be the case?---The sound of the  

explosion may in fact cause – come into contact when it explodes with secondary devices which  

may um, become a missile. So a secondary device, can you explain that, what do you mean? --- 

Such as if they explode next to an object, a fragile object like pottery or a timber table for  

example, it may cause splinters or pottery or crockery or - - - So if one was lobbed in, thrown in,  

lands maybe on the bench and this is a hypothetical but if it was to land on a bench and there's  

stuff in the bench area, maybe pottery or stuff like that, lands there, boom, it goes off and  

explodes and shrapnel goes (witness demonstrates)?---That could be a reason yes. 

 

It's like an incendiary device, incendiary device to whatever object it is - - -? ---What's - - - 

I say incendiary device, it's activates, it's like a fuse, it explodes, boom, and whatever it's next to  

that is shown and explodes and spreads like a you know, explosive? ---As in second - yes. 
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Yes? ---That is a probability yes. Yes all right.   

 

ACCUSED:  Yes, OK, all right.  I just want to establish a few things.  What are we going to say  

is are they on like a five second - like for a grenade example, like a five second fuse or  

something like this before it explodes, can you explain maybe what the situation is there? 

---These devices can have various timings, yes. So it's like maybe five second, three second, ten  

second or something?---Correct. What would the percussion sort of range be, you know, like say  

if I lobbed it - next to that jug there, that jug of water and how good radius is it for?---Um, I  

haven't tested the effects of percussion against something like that so all I can do is suggest that  

it's a probability that it would fragment and those fragments would scatter. 

 

That's fine, all right, you found secondary missiles, you know like they're designed to stun –  

render the person unconscious or something are they?---No, the percussion is designed to 

disorient. When I say disorient, maybe cause unconsciousness or how would you best describe  

disorientate, unconscious or immobile or you know what I mean, given - - -? ---No I don't - I  

don't have any experience in that area. It's scary shit man.  I do.  And you say how many of those  

are recovered by you? --I had - as part of Item 11 I've got four expended, now they're referred to  

as two bang delay grenade canisters. Yes, they're not canisters because they've been exploded so  

they're only - - -? ---So they're just the canister that remains yes, the percussion has been um  

depleted. Yes? --And various bean bag cartridge components. And how many have you recorded  

there? ---Four. You got four but are they easy to miss, you know how big are they, the cartridge  

of just the pin that's left?---Um, now - - - I'm under the impression that - - -?---They - no, they  

were um, they were the expended canisters, that's four, and the number of - the number of clips  

consisted of one, two - - -Double figures or single figures?---Single figures, five. And they're just  

clips that you recovered? ---Yes. The ring pull sort of thing like a - - -? ---No. They're like that  

big part? ---The handle. All right, and that was on the perimeter of the place? --- Outside yes, in  

the backyard. In the backyard? ---Yes. And they make a loud boom that you can't miss them can  

you? ---I believe so yes - - -They're not quite - - -? ---- - - that's their design, yes. 

 



CAGED UNTOLD. 
THIS DOCUMENT IS COPY RIGHT OF C.D.P. FOR VIEWING PURPOSES ONLY TO SHARE AND TO 
PROMOTE ITS VALUABLE CONTENT TO ALL. ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED BY C.D.P. ABSORB!  

 
POLICE BORN P.T.S.D. CONDITION CHAPTER                                                Page.	  

They'd hear what you would refer to as the effects of an explosion which have echoing effects in  

residential areas. Yes? ---So there maybe for example five sounds or say five launched but there  

maybe many more sounds on top of that yes. So boom, boom, so maybe like we want it  

hypothetically, maybe one is thrown, boom, boom, boom, it could actually give off the sound –  

the appearance of maybe three explosions, is that what you're saying? ---Maybe yes. Maybe four,  

maybe five, maybe six, how many? ---No I can't say. More than one though, you'd say just one –  

- -MS WARREN:  Your Honour, can we move on from this. ACCUSED:  No hold on, settle  

down. HER HONOUR:  I think he's nearing the end anyway. ACCUSED:  Yeah I'm nearing the  

end, you don't like it, just tell me we'd get how many, boom, boom, booms reverberating in my  

head inside, how many - - - HER HONOUR:  Yes, so do you know the answer to that? ---No, no  

Your Honour, not how many - - - ACCUSED:  (Indistinct) in the (indistinct)? ---so three is a  

probability, any more than that I can't say. OK we'll just settle with three then, I'm happy to stick  

with three, so three to five, that's 15,  boom, boom, boom, you know.  Bean bags - bean bags  

ammunition, any of those recovered? -- So I recovered six bean bag socks. When you say socks?  

---Socks, which are the contents of the 12-gauge bean bag cartridge for want of a better word. So  

the socks is the actual projectile that's fired from the cartridge, is that if I was to put it in that  

context, yes? ---Yes. And that's the things that impact on the target? ---Correct. There were five  

of those recovered? ---Six. Six, OK.  Do you know how many were - they were the ones  

recovered but do you know how many were actually discharged?---Ah  no I don't have evidence - - - 

All right, I'm just trying to work out if you're talking about the cartridges, maybe I think pump 

actions, were they used pump actions?---I believe so yes. So (witness demonstrates) ejection  

comes out (witness demonstrates) and they're expelled, the empty cartridge, is that correct?--- 

They are yes. So they don't remain within any type of vessel in the weapon at all but they're  

ejected onto the street or in that area, would that be correct?---Correct yes. You never recovered  

any of those did you? ---I did not recover any of those no.11. 
LORRETA COLLIER TELLS: 
 

                                                
11 Melbourne Magistrates Court Evidence March 2013. 
 


